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How to re-veneer your car's wood trim ? 




	
	


	Aside from a smattering of modern luxobarges, wood is the reserve of classic cars. But over the years, sunlight and water leaks can eat away at veneered dashboards, door cappings, ashtrays and picnic tables with alarming consequences. But despite rough appearances, all is not lost. Even a re-lacquer can do wonders for your dash, and if your old wood’s damaged beyond repair, re-veneering is do-able in the most modest of workshops. 
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	You'll be needing:
- Paint Stripper: POR-15 POR Strip
- Heat Gun
- Sandpaper 
- Blunt Chisel
- Rustin’s Wood Lacquer
- T-Cut
- File
- 2 sheets of 1cm thick polystyrene
- Polythene
- Masking Tape: X182 Masking Tape
- G3 Compound 
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	1. Strip the wood of knobs and dials and ascertain what type of lacquer you have. Test an area with paint-stripper. If this lifts the lacquer, it’s cellulose. If not, it’s polyester. To strip polyester (prevalent post 1960) gently warm it with a heat gun and scrape it off carefully with a blunt chisel. Don’t overheat the lacquer or it may burn your veneer – even if it looks rough it could still be salvageable. 
	
	2. Start sanding to ascertain the condition of your veneer. Use 120-grit sandpaper at first. If it’s cracked, lifted or otherwise unsalvageable, sand off the veneer in its entirety with 80-grit paper. If it’s in one piece, continue with the 120-grit. Remember, most veneers are only 0.6mm thick, so be careful not to rub through yours on edges or flat surfaces. If your veneer is sound, move on to step 8.
	
	3. If you’re using burr veneer, it’ll need flattening before use (straight grain can be used off the shelf). Wet it and clamp it between two lengths of chipboard to absorb the moisture. Leave overnight. Once flat, make sure there’s no moisture left in it – wood glue won’t stick to anything but the driest surface. If in doubt, leave for another night to dry. 
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	4. Veneer sheets tend to be square and aren’t long enough to cover large areas like dashboards. If so, cut your veneer sheet in half and tape together end to end. Lay your wood on top and draw around it with a pencil, leaving a 5mm border then cut around it using sharp scissors. If your veneer has a small hole in, wet it and lightly tap it closed with a hammer. 
	
	5. PAPERING OVER THE CRACKS
If your veneer cracks it can still be used. Repair with masking tape on the side that won’t be glued. If veneering a dash, don’t cut holes in the veneer for instruments – this is best left until after glueing – but do cut around the glovebox door, using the door itself as a template. 
	
	6. The glue you need varies depending on the application. If you’re adding veneer to metal or plastic, you’ll need a high performance glue like Araldite. But for wood-on-wood, use white PVA glue. Apply your adhesive to both surfaces and use a plastic spatula to spread, ensuring a total, even coverage without build-ups – these can cause bumps. 
	


	


	
	Steps 7 to 12 are available online, click here to read the end of the article
	


	


	Read this article in the november 2007 issue of Practical Classics (p96-97). 
	




	


	When you place your order, please quote 803NL1 
Share the Frost newsletter with a friend 
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